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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/04671 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

^, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the Izmguage of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



4. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I 1 report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article N are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7), 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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rv. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 
I I paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest, 
I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



2. 



This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with. 

not complied with for the Tollowing reasons: 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box IV. 3. 
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4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 



all parts. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: I V . 3 . 



The technical feature which Claims 1 to 30 have in 
common is merely the "non-contact record carrier having 
an IC module" and since this technical feature is well 
known as a "IC tag" or "non-contact IC card", this 
feature is not a "special technical feature" as specified 
in PCT Rule 13.2. 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 






citations and explanations supporting such statement 




1. 


Statement 










Novelty (N) 




Claims 6-7, 9-15, 18-21, 23-2 6, 2 8-30 


YES 








Claims 1-2,5,8,16-17,22,27 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) 


^, . 13-15,18-21,29-30 


YES 








Claims 1-12,16-17,22-28 


NO 




Industrial applirahilitv (TA^i Clainrij; ^ '^^ 


YES 








Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






Document 


1 : 


CD-ROM of the specification and drawings 










initially annexed to the request of Japanese 








Utility Model Application No. 24032/1992 










(Laid-open No. 83866/1993), (Nitto Denko 










K.K.), November 12, 1993 (12.11.93) 






Document 


2: 


CD-ROM of the specification and drawings 










initially annexed to the request of Japanese 








Utility Model Application No. 80147/1991 










(Laid-open No. 30874/1993), (Nitto Denko 










K.K.), April 23, 1993 (23.04.93) 






Document 


3: 


US, 4900386, A (Durgo AG), February 13, 1990 








(13. 02.90) 






Document 


4 : 


JP, 9-104189, A (Denso Corporation) , April 








22, 1997 (22.04.97) 






Document 


5: 


JP, 63-246292, A (Toshiba Corp.), October 


13, 








1988 (13.10.88) 






Document 


6: 


JP, 2-62295, A (Matsushita Electric 










Industrial Co., Ltd.), March 2, 1990 










(02.03.90) 






Document 


7 : 


JP, 7-239922, A (Dainippon Printing Co., 










Ltd.), September 12, 1995 (12.09.95) 






Document 


8 : 


JP, 7-325895, A (Toshiba Corp.), December 


12, 








1995 (12.12.95) 






Document 


9: 


JP, 9-22449, A (Tokai Rika Co., Ltd.), 





Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



iSBEtional application No. 
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January 21, 1997 (21.01.97) 
Dociiment 10: JP, 10-92673, A (TDK Corporation), April 10, 

1998 (10.04.98) 
Docuinent 11: JP/ 4-178689, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), June 25, 

1992 (25.06.92) 
Document 12: JP, 6-119552, A (Sony Corp.), April 28, 1994 

(28.04.94) 

Document 13: JP; 6-12571, A (Rhythm Watch Co., Ltd.), 

January 21, 1994 (21.01.94) 
Document 14: JP, 9-244567, A (Masayuki Koguri), September 

19, 1997 (19.09.97) 

Claim 1 

Column 0004 of Document 1 discloses an ID tag which is 
fixed by means of an adhesive material and which cannot be 
easily peeled off once it has been adhered. Therefore, the 
invention disclosed in Claim 1 lacks novelty. 

Claim 2 

Document 2 discloses a flexible IC tag that can be 
attached and detached. Therefore, the invention disclosed 
in Claim 2 lacks novelty. 

Claim 3 

Document 3 discloses a label wherein a plurality of 
circuits are buried in a single sheet-like medium on which 
the circuits carried in such a manner that the regions 
containing the positions where each of the circuits and 
the sticking members exist are capable of being punched 
out in a specific shape. It would be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art that the ID tag of Document 1 could be 
processed in the same way as the label of Document 2. 

Claim 4 

Document 4 discloses an ID tag wherein the same 
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information that is written within the tag is printed on 
the surface thereof. It would be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art to fix the sticking member of the ID 
tag and the label disclosed in Documents 1 and 4 to the ID 
tag disclosed in Document 4. 

Claim 5 

Fig. 1 of Document 1 discloses an ID tag wherein the 
circuits are buried in a stick-like medium of a structure 
that can be attached/detached to/from a stick-like casing. 
Therefore, the invention disclosed in Claim 5 lacks 
novelty. 



Claim 6 

Document 5 discloses an IC card which has a circuit 
module and wherein an interlocking mechanism is integrally 
formed in the circuit module. Moreover, Document 6 
discloses the feature wherein a support body containing an 
IC chip is inserted into a projecting section provided in 
a card base. It would be obvious to a person skilled in 
the art to apply the feature of this insertion into a 
projecting section such as that disclosed in Document 6 as 
the interlocking mechanism in the circuit module disclosed 
in Document 5. 

Claim 7 

Document 7 discloses the feature of providing a 
conductive pattern equivalent to a terminal electrode on 
the surface of a non-contact IC card and making it 
function as a contact IC card. It would be obvious to a 
person skilled in the art to apply said feature to the ID 
tag disclosed in Dociiment 1. 

Claims 8 to 12, 16 and 17 

Document 8 discloses a non-contact reader/writer 
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person skilled in the art to distribute the digital 
contents used in the device of Document 11, thus deriving 
the invention disclosed in Claim 26. 

Claims 27 and 28 

Document 14 discloses an information transfer system 
using a non-contact guide information terminal. Therefore, 
the invention disclosed in Claim 27 lacks novelty. 
Moreover, since it is common practice to display a 
plurality of indicators on a noticeboard, etc., the 
invention disclosed in Claim 28 would be obvious to a 
person skilled in the art in the light of Document 14. 
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(57) Abstract 

Portable phone radio device capable of using a 
noncontact IC medium. A noncontact IC medium (20b) has a 
coinlike shape and is replaceably carried by a portable phone 
radio device (1 10). The portable phone radio device (110) has a 
medium holder (111), a radio transmitting/receiving circuit 
including an antenna (112), and a control circuit for controlling 
read and write of digital information from and on recording 
regions of the noncontact IC medium (20b) in the medium 
holder (111) and external noncontact IC media (20a, ICC) 
through the radio transmitting/receiving circuit. A processor is, 
as necessaiy, provided to process information according to the 
digital information read out. 
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(57) Abstract 

Portable phone radio device capable of using a 
noncontact IC medium. A noncontact IC medium (20b) has a 
coinlike shape and is repiaceably carried by a portable phone 
radio device (1 10). The portable phone radio device (110) has a 
medium holder (111), a radio transmitting/receiving circuit 
including an antenna (112), and a control circuit for controlling 
read and write of digital information from and on recording 
regions of the noncontact IC medium (20b) in the medium 
holder (HI) and external noncontact IC media (20a, ICC) 
through the radio transmitting/receiving circuit. A processor is, 
as necessary, provided to process information according to the 
digital information read out. 
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